
Scripture Insights 

As with many of John’s images (light and dark, spirit and flesh), 

looking and seeing have a deeper meaning than ordinary usage 

would suggest. One has only to think of the story of the man 

born blind (John 9:1-41) to know that “seeing” someone implies 

understanding who they really are, especially in Jesus’ 

interactions. Here in the beginning of the section of John’s 

account of the Gospel known as the “Book of Signs” (John 1:19-

12:50), the call of the first disciples challenges both the disciples 

in the story and the readers to see who Jesus really is and 

interpret properly the signs that he does. 

John the Baptist points to Jesus, saying, “Look, here is the Lamb 

of God.” He calls attention to the true nature of Jesus in the world 

by inviting his listerners to see him as the Passover Lamb whose 

blood saved the Israelites from the death of the firstborn in Egypt 

and as the lamb ritually slaughtered as an offering for sin (see 

Isaiah 53:7,10). It is up to the would-be disciples to see that 

nature for themselves. Jesus probes their search for truth by 

asking: “What do you want?” Their response indicates their 

desire to follow him, and Jesus then invites them to see where 

he is staying. As with seeing the true nature of Jesus, seeing the 

place where he stays means more than we think. When Andrew 

and the other man see where Jesus stays, it becomes their 

place as well, and they leave John for the new teacher. 

It is not only the disciples who look intently to discern their 

teacher’s true nature. Jesus himself looks into Simon, Andrew’s 

brother, and sees his deepest self, renaming him Cephas 

(“rock”), Aramaic for Peter. Peter’s new name signifies his new 

identity and bond with the Son of God. Later, Jesus astonishes 

Nathanael with what he knows of his character from seeing him 

under the fig tree. John will continue to use “seeing” as a code 

word for understanding and believing in Jesus. Those who see 

rightly will believe that Jesus is the one to come. 

The invitation to come and see applies to our lives as well. 

Where might you see Jesus staying today? What does following 

him as a disciple mean for us?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN  

Worksheet activities for this Sunday’s readings may be 
downloaded from our parish website: www.ourladyschurch-
cheshambois.org 
 

THE LATEST DIOCESE NEWS 
The latest Diocesan News may be found on the website: 
www.northamptondiocese.org/news  

 
MONEY MATTERS 

Many parishioners generously support the parish financially. 
Your generosity is appreciated and you are encouraged to 
continue supporting the parish through online donations at 
www.northamptondiocese.org/donate Please include ‘Our 
Lady’s Chesham Bois – Offertory’ in the comments box to 
ensure the parish or priest is allocated your donation. Some 
parishioners may prefer to donate by telephone instead. 
Each Tuesday between 10am and 4pm, parishioners will be 
able to call 01604 712065, to donate to our parish. 

TODAY IS PEACE SUNDAY – APPEAL FOR PAX CHRISTI 
 

REOPENING OF OUR LADY’S CHURCH FOR MASS 
Our Lady’s Church has now reopened for public worship, 
private prayer and funerals. You are reminded that the 
dispensation for not attending Sunday Mass, granted by the 
Bishops, is still in force, so there is no obligation to 
parishioners to attend a Sunday Mass. It could be some time 
before we return to normal. The safety of everyone is of 
paramount importance to our Bishop, and he does not wish for 
anyone to be placed in vulnerable position of any kind. Outside 
of public liturgies advertised, you are invited to come and 
spend time in private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament: 
Mondays: 2pm – 4pm and Thursdays: 10am to 12noon. I 
am grateful to those who have volunteered to act as stewards 
to ensure that we have a prayerful environment in the church 
and keep everyone safe by doing all we can to prevent the 
spread of the coronavirus. Please register your name and 
phone number for contact tracing or use the QR code with the 
NHS app, and follow the guidance of our stewards. We are 
now required to wear face coverings when inside places 
of worship. We do need more volunteers as stewards to cover 
the times the church is open for private prayer. 

 

As the colder winter weather has now arrived, the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation or Penance or Confession will be celebrated in 
the Sacristy on Saturdays between 10.30am and 11.30am. 

 

Online Marriage Support 
Is your marriage under stress? SmartLoving BreakThrough 
can help! Identify your conflict triggers, learn strategies to de-
escalate an argument and find constructive ways to re-establish 
connection. Available anywhere, anytime through our online 
platform, the course is completely private and doesn’t require 
your spouse to participate. And it’s subsidized by a generous 
UK donor. Restore hope for your relationship now. Visit: 

www.smartloving.org/bto-uk 
 

LOOKING FOR EMPLOYMENT: For Parishioners who may be 
job hunting or going self-employed due to the pandemic, Sacred 
Heart Parish Luton has set up a free online career coaching 
programme https://www.vitaeopus.co.uk providing a wealth of 
information, tools, practical advice and activities to help anyone 
wanting to find new employment opportunities, especially if they 
are not receiving any outplacement or other back to work 
support. Please pass on the web link to anyone who might find 
it useful. 

 

The Liturgy Commission of the Northampton Diocese 
invite parishioners to participate in the next online Zoom 
session exploring the upcoming Lectionary Readings and 
Seasons of the Liturgical Year. This takes place on Tuesday, 
January 19th, 7.30pm to 8.30pm. Everyone welcome, but if 
you haven’t already done so previously, you should please 
register in advance to secure a place by email: 
admin@nores.org.uk or by phone: 01582 723312 (ext 1). 
  

Sunday 24th January is SUNDAY of the WORD of GOD, 
called by Pope Francis for Third Sunday in Ordinary Time. It 
is a day to encourage the reading of the scriptures, for the 
blessing of readers, which can take place at parish masses 
and also Bishop David will preside at a livestreamed Bible 
Service on that Day at 3pm from the Cathedral, where he will 
also bless readers. northamptondiocese.org/live 
 

On Saturday 30th & Sunday 31st January 2021, we can all 
come together online for LUX.Valour! During our LUX.Valour 
weekend, we will be exploring what it means to be a young 
person of great bravery. How we can walk into the unknown 
of this New Year, confident that we are “not given a spirit of 
fear, but a spirit of power.” 2 Timothy 1:7. There will still be 
amazing talks, fun small groups, moving times of prayer, 
ridiculous games and a theme night and all completely free! 
So if you are aged 11-18 get booked on Lux.Valour by clicking 
on the link and completing the form on the NYMO website: 
nymo.org/lux-valour/ 
 

Introduction to the Gospel of Mark which we hear most Sundays 
during this liturgical year. Fr Matt Blake, OCD will give a general 
introduction to Mark’s Gospel to help us enter more deeply into the 
extract we hear each Sunday. He will look at the overall structure of 
the Gospel and some of its principle themes. The talks will be on 
Live Stream and YouTube, www.carmelitechurch.org YouTube 
“Kensington Carmelite Church” Dates are Wednesdays 20, 27 
January and 3, 10 February at 10am and repeated at 8pm. 
 

Today is PEACE SUNDAY and this year Pope Francis asks 
us to think about ‘A Culture of Care as a Path to Peace’.   
In this country we have an active Catholic peace movement in 
Pax Christi. Their website suggests many ways we can all 
promote peace in our daily lives: 
https://paxchristi.org.uk/peace-sunday-2021. If you’d like to 
make a donation, small or large, here is the link: 
https://tinyurl.com/yxfcw67x   Tel: 0208 203 4884 

TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 
(Second Sunday After Epiphany 8.00am – MASS in Extraordinary Form (Traditional Latin))  
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  10.00am MASS – Int. People of the parish 

Monday Feria Octave of Prayer for Christian Unity 9.30am  Mass – Int. Madden Family, RIP, (Foundation Mass) 

Tuesday Feria 9.30am Mass – Int. Briggs Family, RIP, (Foundation Mass) 

Wednesday Feria .NO MASS TODAY 
Thursday St Agnes 6.00pm Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
 7.00pm Mass – Int. Private intention 

Friday Feria  9.00am Mass – Int. Newton Family, RIP, (Foundation Mass) 
Saturday Feria 9.30am Mass – Int. Searle Family, RIP (Foundation Mass) 

 10.30am to 11.30am CONFESSIONS ( In the Sacristy ) 

 6.00pm  Mass – Vigil Mass of Sunday – Int. Private intention 

(Third Sunday After Epiphany 8.00am – MASS in Extraordinary Form (Traditional Latin)) 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 10.00am MASS – Int. People of the parish 
 

All these Liturgies will be live streamed online. Join us on Facebook Live ( www.facebook.com/OurLadyChurchCB ) 
You DO NOT require a Facebook account to access our Facebook page!  
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Parish Website: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org    Facebook page: www.facebook.com/OurLadyChurchCB    Diocesan Website: www.northamptondiocese.org     Holy See: www.vatican.va  

Even though England is now in its third lockdown, our 
church building is able to open for public worship under 
Covid-secure conditions. Please wear a face covering 
when entering, use hand sanitiser and observe 2-metre 
social distancing for the safety and protection of all our 
church users.  We are also open for private prayer: Monday 

2pm– 4pm and Thursday 10am -12noon. 
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