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TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 
4th Sunday in Lent 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 10.00am MASS – Int. People of the parish 

Monday MARTYRS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 9.30am Mass – Int. Private intention 

Tuesday Easter feria 9.30am Mass – Int. Private intention 

Wednesday Easter feria  9.30am* .NO Mass – Int. Private intention 

Thursday Easter feria 6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
 7.00pm Mass – Int. Private intention 
Friday Easter feria 9.00am Mass – Int. Private intention Stations of the Cross 

Saturday Easter feria 9.30am Mass – Int. Private intention 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 10.00am MASS – Int. People of the parish 

All of these Liturgies will be Live Streamed online via Facebook Live ( for details please see below ) 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN  
Worksheet activities for this Sunday’s readings may be downloaded from 

our parish website: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org     
Our Lady’s School website, has links to resources provided by Ten-Ten Theatre 
to support parents’ prayer life and help them with Sunday Liturgy while we are 

unable to gather in groups for worship:  
www.olschesham.co.uk/ten-ten-theatre-prayer-and-sunday-liturgy 

 
There are sheets with an image of today’s Gospel for children to colour 
available in the porch.. Please take one and some colouring pens for the 
children to use during Mass. 
 
During the 10am Mass, we invite our younger children (approx. aged 3 to 
7) to attend their own Liturgy of the Word in the Guild Room. Parents are 

encouraged to join their children.  
We welcome more help from those who seek to be leaders and support in this 
ministry to the children of our parish.  

 

In the Gospel, Jesus explains that the only way to the Father is through 
Jesus. “Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and 
go out and find pasture,” he says. Jesus Christ is the energising centre 
of evangelisation and the heart of catechesis. He is “the way and the 
truth and the life” [John 14:6]. 
Jesus describes himself in the Gospel as a shepherd, whose voice his 
followers recognise. Lumen gentium (the Dogmatic Constitution of the 
Church) notes that in the Old Testament “the revelation of Kingdom is 
often conveyed by means of metaphors. In the same way the inner 
nature of the Church is now made known to us in different images 
taken either from trending sheep or cultivating the Land  . . . The 
Church is a sheepfold whose one and indispensable door is Christ” (6). 
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5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 

WEBSITES   – PARISH: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org  – SCHOOL:  www.olschesham.co.uk – DIOCESE: www.northamptondiocese.org  – PRIESTLY FRATERNITY OF ST PETER: www.fssp.org.uk  – HOLY SEE: www.vatican.va 

Scripture Insights  

Many parishioners generously support the parish financially by 
bank standing orders, others make their offerings through the 
collection baskets at Sunday Mass. Your generosity is 
appreciated and encourage you to continue supporting the parish 
through online donations at Diocesan website  
(www.northamptondiocese.org/donate). Please include ‘Our 
Lady’s Chesham Bois – Offertory’ in the comments box to 
ensure the parish is allocated your donation. If you wish to Gift Aid 
your donation please state that in the information box too. Thank 
you for supporting the parish in this way.  
Mass Offerings and Votive Candle donations may be made 
through the Diocesan website. Please include the name of the 
priest and ‘Mass Offering’ or ‘Votive Candle’ in the information 
box.  
 

  refreshments 
Tea, coffee and cold drinks are served in The Guild Room after 

both of  
our Sunday Masses. 

All are welcome! 

Infant Baptism and Marriage are currently 
being postponed until our response to the 
Coronavirus Pandemic ends and things 
return to normal. The Church requires 
notice of at least six months prior to the 

Sacrament of Matrimony being celebrated.  

THE LATEST EDITION OF THE VINE 
The Diocese of Northampton newspaper may be 

viewed online: 
https://www.churchpaper.co.uk/Catholic-

newspapers.asp?PublicationID=8& 
PubDate=1187 

The latest Diocesan News may be found here: 
www.northamptondiocese.org/news 

 
 
 

Connections to Church Teaching and Tradition 

We are now a Virtual Parish! We now have our own Facebook page 
which enables us to Live-stream our Sunday and daily Masses during 
the Coronavirus pandemic. The Facebook page can be accessed: 
www.facebook.com/OurLadyChurchCB  

Today we hear that the one way to God for all people, Jew 
and Gentile alike, is through Jesus.  
The First Reading, from the Acts of the Apostles, is a 
continuation from last Sunday, of Peter’s speech after 
Pentecost. Peter remains focused on what God has done in 
the Resurrection of Jesus. For Peter, the Crucifixion of Jesus 
did not bring about God’s curse, as Jews believed about 
anyone who “hangs on a tree” (see Deuteronomy 21:22-23). 
Rather, the crucified Jesus brought the complete opposite: 
God’s blessing, in the Resurrection. 
In the Second Reading, Peter tells his Gentile audience: 
“You had gone astray like sheep, but you have now returned 
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.” Unlike the 
Jews, the Gentiles did not have the Mosaic Law or the 
historic record of election from God. Gentiles lacked these 
privileges that defined the Jewish identity. But Peter urged 
the Gentiles to see that all of this changed with the suffering, 
death, and Resurrection of Jesus. Christ’s suffering has 
brought healing to the community – healing from all that had 
separated Jew from Gentile, In Jesus, the Gentiles have 
found the shepherd’s footsteps to follow. 
Today’s Gospel reading presents one of Jesus’ more 
elaborate discussions of the sheep-shepherd metaphor. 
Here Jesus extends the image of himself as shepherd, 
stating, “I am the gate” (emphasis added). In the Gospel 
according to John, Jesus is not only the shepherd leading 
his sheep to the heavenly Father: he is also the gate through 
which the sheep pass to encounter the Father.  
Like the many who followed Jesus in his lifetime, and the 
thousands who were baptised in his name following Peter’s 
speech, we are the sheep today who hear and follow the 
voice of our shepherd.  
 

Liturgy and Life       (1) When have you found comfort in the 
description of the Lord as a shepherd, always at your side? (2) 
How has someone been a model of grace during suffering? (3) 
What do you need to do to set aside time to listen to God’s voice? 

An Act of Contrition My God I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. In choosing to do wrong and failing 
to do good, I have sinned against you whom I should love above all things. I firmly intend, with your help, to 
do penance to sin no more, and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. Our Saviour Jesus Christ suffered and 

died for us. In his name, my God, have mercy.  

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATE: 
Following Government advice we have had to close Our Lady’s 
Church building and are unable to celebrate public worship with a 
congregation. Our new Bishop David Oakley, along with the college of 
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have instructed parish priests 
to celebrate Mass alone. Sunday and daily Mass will be streamed live 
(see below) so that parishioners may join in the prayers and readings 
of the Mass from home. Sadly, Our Lady’s Church building will remain 
closed until further notice.  
Sunday Mass and the Liturgies of Holy Week will be live streamed 
online via Facebook Live on our Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/OurLadyChurchCB 
Liturgies are also live streamed from Northampton Cathedral: 
www.northamptondiocese.org/live  

We are praying for our children who are preparing to receive Holy 

Communion for the first time this year: Lucinda, Thor, Nuala, 

Seth and Alice, as we have had to postpone the originally 

planned date. We will reschedule, once we are able to gather 

again for public worship in our Church. Do keep these children, 

and their families, in your prayers this week. 

OUR CONDOLENCES AND SYMPATHIES 

to all those who have lost loved ones in recent days. We pray for all 
those who have died, and their families, during Mass each day. May 
the Lord enfold them in his mercy. May their souls and the souls 
of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen. 

We have a fresh supply of church votive candle lights with a 
representation of the stained glass window of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour. They burn for 24 hours and suggested donation is £2. 
(Payment may be made online – see Money Matters) The perfect 
accompaniment to prayer at Mass. Contact Fr Andy if you would like 
to place an order. He will ensure they are delivered to your home. 
If you have any special intentions for Mass on any day, please 
contact Fr Andy by email, SMS text or phone.  
Thank you to all those who sent Easter greetings, generous Easter 
Offerings, and supportive messages and emoji during the Live 
Streaming of Masses. It is always good to know that you are part of 
the congregation even if I cannot see you! 

DISPENSATION FROM EASTER DUTIES 
As it is not possible for the faithful to receive Holy 
Communion at this time, and into the future, the Bishops of 
England and Wales have dispensed the Easter Duties for 
the year 2020.  
The Bishops have asked that all should make a perfect Act 
of Contrition at this time. Perfect contrition (or a Contrition of 
Charity) is true and real sorrow for our sins which is created 
when we realise the immense love of God for each one of 
us. We express this contrition when we realise how we 
offend God by our sinful words, deeds and omissions in 
contrast to the immeasurable love and mercy that he 
continually shows us. 

Our new bishop, Bishop David Oakley has written letters 
to those waiting to receive the Sacraments. The letters 
may be read here:  www.northamptondiocese.org/to-
those-waiting-to-receive-the-sacraments 

Some parishioners may prefer to donate by telephone 
instead of using online donation facilities. Therefore, in 
addition to the online facilities, commencing Tuesday the 
5th May 2020, and each Tuesday between 10:00am and 
4:00pm, parishioners will be able to call 01604 712065, and 
donate to our parish. All they will require is their debit or credit 
card to hand when they call. A one-off donation may be made 
to cover their missed Sunday offerings or call each week 
knowing their offering is going to the parish they wish. As only 
one person is answering the phone line it may be busy when 
you call, please leave your contact details on the answering 
service and you will be called back or phone back a little later. 

Giving Tuesday –  
Telephone Donations to Support Our Parish 
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