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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

The discipleship that Jesus describes in the Gospel calls for an honest
appraisal of regard for others and ourselves in light of our love for God.
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Money Matters

Last Sunday’s Offertory Collection - £270.50
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The cost of being a follower of Jesus is demanding The
Second Reading illustrates this in the request Paul makes of
his close friend Philemon. Paul, in prison, ask Philemon to
receive back a slave, Onesimus, who had run away. Paul
had converted Onesimus to Christ and so asks Philemon to
receive him back “not a slave anymore, … a dear brother.”
Paul asks Philemon to extend forgiveness.
Today’s First Reading, from the Book of Wisdom, reminds
us that we do not have answers to everything. Even more
so, we must recognise that we cannot understand God’s
mind. Only through the gift of wisdom and the Holy Spirit can
we “know the intentions of God.”
The Gospel continues the theme of the cost of discipleship.
Jesus offers a series of sayings that require a depth of
commitment – for example, “Anyone who does not carry his
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” Jesus is
being provocative and demanding. His unsettling language
causes us to sit up and pay attention. When he says we
should “hate” our family members, Jesus obviously is not to
be taken literally. What we hate is what is opposed to our
relationship with him. The full meaning of the first
Communion to love God above all things is fleshed out in the
examples Jesus gives: neither family members or
possessions, nor even one’s life can be placed above love
and commitment to god. Priority must be given to our
relationship with Jesus Christ.
(1)

(2)

Liturgy and Life
(1) Why is there wisdom in abandoning a desire to determine
what God intends? (2) What do you need to give up to become
a better disciple? (3) Which of your possessions distract you
from God?

NURSE VOLUNTEER NEEDED
We are a locally based (HCPT) pilgrimage group, offering
annual adult pilgrimage holidays to Lourdes. Our pilgrims
are mostly local, some being ill or disabled. Our current
group nurse is retiring from nursing. Do you know of, or are
you, a registered nurse, who could travel with us this year
from 20th to 27th September? We have a wider group of loyal
helpers, our current nurse will be there for guidance, and
although your medical skillset is critical, the nursing duties
are minimal. We will pay all your travel and full board
accommodation costs. So if you would be able to help, or would
like to know more, please contact Mike Drake (phone number
07919991737, email mikeandlil04@talktalk.net), or John Wolff,
(phone number 01494-785496, email jpawolff@talktalk.net).
Pastoral Area Reflection Day – Saturday 14th September

Thank you to those who attended our parish Reflection
evening last Tuesday. There were a small number of people
…but it is quality not quantity that is important! We will bring
the fruits of our reflections and thinking to the Pastoral Area
Day on Saturday to further the vision of local parishes and
schools to prepare for our local mission for the future.
We hope we can recruit some parishioners to help us fulfil
our ambitions.
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opportunity to bear witness to our growing communion with our Orthodox brothers and sisters.”

