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Sister Jacinta Davenport, IBVM, emails us… 
Dear Father Ollard & Parishioners, 
Thank you very much for your most generous cheque of £595.76, for 
the Albania Project.  You are so good to keep on helping us out. 
Best wishes for a very Peaceful Christmas and every blessing for 
2018. 
Kind regards, 
Jacinta Davenport IBVM. 
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7th January 2018 
 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 
 
  

HOLY FAMILY  

TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 
 

Holy Family 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  10.00am Mass – Int. Bert Mendis, RIP 

Monday THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 9.30am Mass – Int. James Britton (for successful operation) 
Tuesday Feria 9.30am Mass – Int. Brian Farrelly, RIP, 1st anniversary 
Wednesday Feria .NO MASS 
Thursday Feria 6.00pm Adoration & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
 7.00pm Mass 
Friday St Aelred of Rievaulx 9.00am Mass 
Saturday St Hilary 9.30am Mass 
 10.15am – 11.00am Confessions 
Sunday 14th Jan. 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish 

 
 

 
Last Week’s Offertory Collection – £280.25 

 

NEXT SUNDAY – PEACE SUNDAY 
SECOND COLLECTION – PAX CHRISTI  

 

 
 

Thank you for your generosity 
 

If you would like to support the parish through Offertory 
Envelopes or directly through your bank, please see Fr 
Andy. 

 
 
 

 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

The Epiphany of the Lord, which invites us to reflect in God’s 
manifestation in the world, gets its name from the Greek 
word epiphaneia meaning “appearing” or “manifestation.” 
For western Christians, the solemnity commemorates the 
revelation of Christ to the Gentiles as told in the story of the 
Magi. For Christians in the East, Epiphany celebrates 
several of the earliest manifestations of Christ’s divinity, 
including his baptism in the Jordan.  
The First Reading celebrates the splendour of the New 
Jerusalem as God’s glory shines upon it. A city that was 
desolate after the exile, the prophet says, will now be filled 
with peoples from all over the world and the kings of nations 
will bring gold, frankincense and sacrificial animals to 
worship Israel’s God. 
Continuing the theme of God’s manifestation to the world, 
the Second Reading presents Paul as one who has been 
called to reveal the mystery of Christ – that Gentiles are 
coheirs with their Jewish brethren in the one body, which is 
the Church.  
The Gospel’s story of the visit of the Magi also focuses on 
God’s manifestation in the world. Although the identity of the 
Magi and even their number is unknown, most experts 
believe that they were scholars of the esoteric sciences, 
such as depicted in story and art. However, the gifts that they 
brought – gold, frankincense, and myrrh – were the gifts of 
kings (see Isaiah 60:1-6). The story teaches that we may fail 
to recognise God’s presence in our midst, and may need 
insight from the strangers God sends to help us.  
 

Liturgy and Life 
(1) How does your parish help spread the news of 

Christ throughout your community? (2) What does it 
mean to you that God became flesh? (3) When has 
someone helped you realise that God is in our 
midst?  

WEBSITES   – PARISH: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org  – SCHOOL:  www.ols.education   – DIOCESE: www.northamptondiocese.org  – PRIESTLY FRATERNITY OF ST PETER: www.fssp.org.uk  – HOLY SEE: www.vatican.va 

Lectionary for Mass 

 
Tea, coffee and cold drinks are served in 

The Guild Room after both of  
our Sunday Masses. 

All are welcome! 

Infant Baptism and Marriage. By 
appointment with Fr Andy after completing 
the necessary preparation. The Church 
requires notice of at least six months prior 
to the Sacrament of Matrimony being 
celebrated.  

Are you new to the parish? 
If so, you are very welcome! Do introduce yourself 
to Father Andy after Mass, and please complete a 

parish registration form. 

JANUARY 2018 edition of The Vine 
The Diocese of Northampton newspaper is now 

available. It’s free of charge! 

 
Beware of  

 
In the reading from Ephesians, St. Paul tells of his witness to the 
Gospel, and in the reading from Matthew, we hear that God made his 
presence known to all nations. These scriptures reflect that not only 
the Church as a whole, but every Christian, is to make Christ known. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults states, “The people of God, as 
represented by the local Church, should understand and show by their 
concern that the initiation of adults is the responsibility of all the 
baptised” (9). (See Ad gentes, 14.) 
Among our traditions are a number of blessings that take place in the 
domestic church. The following blessing in the Book of Blessings tells 
of how God was proclaimed to all and that we are to radiate God’s 
love. “Lord God of heaven and earth, / you revealed your only-begotten 
Son to every nation / by the guidance of a star. / Bless this house, and 
all who inhabit it. / Fill them (us) with the light of Christ, / that their (our) 

concern for others may reflect your love” (1612A). 

Connections to Church Teaching and Tradition 

 

 

Money Matters 

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN  
During 10am Mass, we invite our younger children (approx. aged 3 to 7) to attend 
their own Liturgy of the Word in the Guild Room. Parents are encouraged to join 
their children. We welcome more help from those who seek to be leaders and 

support in this ministry to the children of our parish. 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – AMERSHAM CHURCHES TOGETHER 
Planning is going ahead for your local Women’s Day of Prayer to be held on 2nd March 2018. If 
anyone would like to join me in representing Our Lady’s Church please ring Elizabeth Beckwith on 

01494 433363. We are particularly looking for younger women.  

Thank you to all those who attended the meeting for families  
preparing for FIRST RECONCILIATION AND COMMUNION held last November.  

We will enrol the children at Sunday Mass early in 2018.  
Please keep these children and their families in your prayers.  

begin preparation  will be a meeting for parents and children after 
10am Mass TODAY 12th November 2017. Please make every effort to attend. 

PEACE SUNDAY – 14 JANUARY 2018 
 

The work of Pax Christi is based on the gospel and inspired by faith. Our vision is of a world 
where people can live in peace, without fear of violence in all its forms. Rooted in Catholic 
Christianity, we work with all who share our values to abolish war and create communities 
of peace and justice. 

OFFICIAL FAMILY PRAYER  
FOR WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES 2018 

God, our Father, 
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son, 
One family, in the Spirit of your love. 
 

Bless us with the joy of love. 
 

Make us patient and kind, 
gentle and generous, 
welcoming to those in need. 
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace. 
Protect all families with your loving care, 

Especially those for whom we now pray: 
[We pause and remember family members and others by 
name]. 
Increase our faith, 
Strengthen our hope, 
Keep us safe in your love, 
Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we share. 

This we ask, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

‘A BIBLICAL WALK THROUGH THE MASS’ 
A five week course for Lent 2018. This programme explores where the 
words and gestures we use in the Mass each week come from, 
explaining their significance, giving insights for getting the most out of 
every Mass – and much more. This course will run at St Joseph’s, 
Chalfont St Peter on Wednesday evenings starting on 21 February at 
7:45pm for 8pm. It will run simultaneously on Thursday mornings 
starting on 22 February at 9.30am. If you wish to enrol, please contact 
St Joseph’s Parish Office (office@stjosephs.org.uk or 01753 886581) 
to sign up. Payment of £20 per person needs to be made by Monday, 
15 January so your books can be ordered. 
 

Thank you so very much for your generous Christmas offerings, 
cards, gifts and messages of good wishes for Christmas. Your 
kindness is so much appreciated. I will offer Holy Mass for 

your intentions and thanksgiving. Fr Andy Ollard 
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