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Racial Justice Sunday is on the Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time. On 

this day Catholics are called to pray for those who experience unjust 

discrimination or are marginalised because of their race and ethnicity. 

We think in particular of those who feel they do not belong within our 

society or our communities because of this discrimination. As 

Catholics we are asked to treat all humans with dignity, regardless of 

their background or circumstance. There are many stories of alienation 

throughout the Bible, with clear calls to “Love the stranger”. That the 

Church is a place where all belong is clearly seen in the recent Feast 

of the Epiphany, when Christ is revealed not only to the Israelites, but 

to all of God’s people. The theme this year is “Belonging”, emphasising 

that we are called not only to ensure our parishes welcome 

newcomers, strangers, and those from different backgrounds, but also 

that all people will know they will find a welcome in our parishes. 

Please help us continue this good work, by contributing to the 

collection on this day. Prayer cards and posters have been sent to 

parishes for this day, and can be accessed online at 

www.catholicnews.org.uk/racial-justice-sunday-2018 where you can 

also donate. 
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28th January 2018 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME  

 
  

SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY 

TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 
 

Septuagesima Sunday 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish 
Monday Feria 9.30am Mass 
Tuesday Feria 9.30am Mass 
Wednesday St John Bosco .NO MASS 
Thursday Feria 6.00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction 
 7.00pm Mass  
Friday THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 9.00am Mass 
Saturday St Blaise  9.30am Mass 
 10.15am – 11.00am Confessions 
Sunday 4th Feb. Sexagesima 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish 

 
 

Last Week’s Offertory Collection – £210.71 
 

SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL – £228.88 
 

 

Thank you for your generosity 
 

If you would like to support the parish through Offertory 
Envelopes or directly through your bank, please talk with 
Father Andy. 

 
 
 

 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

Today’s readings speak to us about why God chose to come 
to us in human form in the person of Jesus. The First 
Reading is part of a very long speech presented as if given 
by Moses before the Israelites prepared to enter the 
Promised Land after their Exodus from slavery and their long 
journey. In the verses we hear today, the author is describing 
the role of the prophets in the land of Israel. They will be the 
mediators between God and the people, mediators whom 
God will raise up from among the people at the appropriate 
time, and they will speak God’s Word to the people. Thus the 
prophet is given to humans as an accommodation, since the 
people cannot endure regular, direct encounters with God 
like the ones they experienced during the Exodus. Christians 
later reinterpreted this idea of a “prophet like Moses” as 
fulfilled in Jesus, the prophet par excellence. 
In today’s Gospel, we hear of Jesus’ first miracle as told in 
Mark’s Gospel – the story of Jesus driving an unclean spirit 
out of a man. Ancients believed that certain diseases were 
caused by unclean spirits inhabiting the person. Mark 
shapes the meaning of this story by giving it a rather lengthy 
introduction and conclusion. “What is this? A new teaching 
with authority?” (Mark 1:27). The story prompts us to ask 
about the source of Jesus’ authority both in speech and in 
action. Notice the irony – that the unclean spirit is the one 
who reveals Jesus’ true identity! Why is that?    
 
  

Liturgy and Life 
(1) How does Christ’s coming into the world affect your 

prayer life? (2) In the midst of your daily distractions, 
how do you make room for God? (3) Why do you 
believe in God, even if you have not been witness to 

a miracle?  

WEBSITES   – PARISH: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org  – SCHOOL:  www.ols.education   – DIOCESE: www.northamptondiocese.org  – PRIESTLY FRATERNITY OF ST PETER: www.fssp.org.uk  – HOLY SEE: www.vatican.va 

Lectionary for Mass 

 
Tea, coffee and cold drinks are served in 

The Guild Room after both of  
our Sunday Masses. 

All are welcome! 

Infant Baptism and Marriage. By 
appointment with Fr Andy after completing 
the necessary preparation. The Church 
requires notice of at least six months prior 
to the Sacrament of Matrimony being 
celebrated.  

Are you new to the parish? 
If so, you are very welcome! Do introduce yourself 
to Father Andy after Mass, and please complete a 

parish registration form. 

JANUARY 2018 edition of The Vine 
The Diocese of Northampton newspaper is now 

available. It’s free of charge! 

 
Beware of  

 
Jesus speaks with “authority.” God has sent people into our lives who 
also speak with authority. Sometimes, it is tempting to discount those 
who have responsibility to guide, counsel, and lead us in the ways of 
God. Care must be taken not to outright dismiss authority because 
another way seems advantageous. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states that the Fourth Commandment directs that we honour 
our father and mother and all who receive authority from God for the 
good of society. Those in authority also have certain duties (2197-
2257). 

Connections to Church Teaching and Tradition 

 

 

Money Matters 

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN  
During 10am Mass, we invite our younger children (approx. aged 3 to 7) to attend 
their own Liturgy of the Word in the Guild Room. Parents are encouraged to join 
their children. We welcome more help from those who seek to be leaders and 

support in this ministry to the children of our parish. 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – AMERSHAM CHURCHES TOGETHER 
Planning is going ahead for your local Women’s Day of Prayer to be held on 2nd March 2018. If 
anyone would like to join me in representing Our Lady’s Church please ring Elizabeth Beckwith on 

01494 433363. We are particularly looking for younger women.  

Five children are preparing to celebrate the Sacraments of RECONCILIATION and 
HOLY COMMUNION for the first time this year.  We will enrol the children at 10am 
Mass on Sunday 4th February 2018. Please keep these children and their families in your 
prayers.  

begin preparation  will be a meeting for parents and children after 
10am Mass TODAY 12th November 2017. Please make every effort to attend. LIVERPOOL 2018 – ADOREMUS – NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC PILGRIMAGE & CONGRESS 

I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE – 7 - 9 September 2018 
 

Friday 7th venue: The ACC Liverpool – Theological Symposium and workshops cost £40pp  
Saturday 8th venue: The Echo Arena – Keynote speaker Bishop Robert Barron, cost £40pp 
Sunday 9th venue: Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral – Solemn Holy Mass; Outdoor Eucharistic 
Procession, Benediction. For more details, see catholicnews.org.uk/adoremus2018 or email: 

northampton.adoremus@gmail.com or speak with Fr Andy. 

WORLD MEETING OF FAMILIES DUBLIN AUGUST 2018 
 

The Congress takes place in Dublin from 22 to 24 August 2018; The 
Festival of Families on Saturday 25 August and the final Mass on 
Sunday 26 August. It would be wonderful for one, or more, families 
from our parish would attend this World Meeting of Families! See 
www.worldmeeting2018.ie or posters and leaflets in the porch.  
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School currently has a vacancy for the position of Foundation 
Governor. The Governor’s role brings independent judgement on issues such as strategy, 
performance and standards of education. We want to ensure that our school provides the best 
possible education for children, in a safe and nurturing environment, which encourages and 
maintains our strong catholic beliefs and values. Our Governing body is made up of a range of 
individuals from all walks of life, who meet regularly, to challenge and support the school and to 
strengthen links with the community. Please contact the Chair of Governors if you have any 
questions, (contact via the school) on 01753 887743 or email: 
stjosephsschoolgovernors@gmail.com 

 

CAFOD Supporters’ event – all welcome 
Come and hear about CAFOD’s work in Zimbabwe, our Lent 
focus country. Deborah Purfield, CAFOD coordinator, will also 
share her amazing experience from her recent visit to El Salvador. 
Saturday 3 February – St Mary’s Hall, Asplley Hill, Woburn 
Sands MK17 8NN 10:15am – 2.30pm (coffee/tea from 10am with 
shared lunch from 1:30pm). Please book a place - 01844 274724 
or northampton@cafod.org.uk. 

DIOCESAN MASS FOR MARRIED LIFE 
 

Bishop Peter warmly invites you to the Diocesan Mass for 
Married Life at Holy Family church, Langley, Slough, on Sat 
3rd March, gathering from 11.30am followed by Mass at 
12pm. Bishop Peter will give his pastoral blessing to those 
couples celebrating significant milestones in their marriage 
i.e. 10,20, 25, 30, 40, 50 etc. If you are celebrating such a 
milestone, please contact Eamonn & Paola McMorrow on 
07412 151517 or at mfl@northamptondiocese.com There 
are also slips which can be completed and returned to the 
address stated. All are very welcome to attend and 

refreshments will be available after Mass. 

Copies of NORTHAMPTON DIOCESAN DIRECTORY 2018 are available in the porch – priced at £5 each 
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