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4th June 2017 
 

SOLEMNITY OF 

PENTECOST 
 

WHITSUNDAY 
  

SUNDAY 
AFTER ASCENSION TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 

Whitsunday 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
PENTECOST 10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish 
Monday St Boniface, Bishop and Martyr 8.30am* Mass (9th Week in Ordinary Time – Year I) 
Tuesday St Norbert, Bishop 9.30am Mass 
Wednesday Feria .NO MASS 
Thursday Feria 6.00pm Adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
 7.00pm Mass  
Friday St Ephrim, 9.00am Mass 
Saturday Feria 9.30am Mass 
 10.15am – 11.00am Confessions 
Trinity Sunday 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY  10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish  

 
 

Last Week’s Offertory Collection - £208.19 
THE CHURCH’S WORK USING THE MEDIA - 

£85.02 
 

Thank you for your generosity 
 

New Offertory Envelope Boxes are available in the 
porch. Please take the box with your name printed 
on the label. If you would like to begin supporting the 
parish through envelopes please speak with Fr 
Andy. 

 
 

 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

 
 
 

 
About Today’s Solemnity: The Greek word for Pentecost 
means “fiftieth,” and in early Christianity it referred to the 
entire fifty days of Easter. The roots of Pentecost can be 
found in the Jewish festival of Weeks (Shavuot), the fifty-day 
celebration following Passover (Exodus 23:16). It was a 
harvest festival in which the first fruits of the harvest were 
offered to God in gratitude. It eventually became associated 
with the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. Early Christians 
reinterpreted the Jewish festival as a commemoration of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit, since Acts records that the Holy 
Spirit came to the disciples when the festival of Pentecost 
was fulfilled (see Acts 2:1-11).  
By the end of the fourth century in the West, Pentecost 
became a time for the initiation of those not baptised at 
Easter. Thus, a night vigil was added like the Easter Vigil for 
this purpose. With this early history in mind, this is a most 
appropriate time to initiate those who were not ready at the 
Easter Vigil, or (not and) to celebrate the Reception of 
Baptised Christians into the Full Communion of the Catholic 
Church (See RCIA, 473). 
 

First Reading: The outpouring of the power of the Holy 
Spirit fulfils and renews: the rush of wind is reminiscent of 
the theophany on the mountain of Sinai at the covenant 
between the Israelites and God; those who are filled with the 
Spirit speak in many languages, with people from throughout 
the world hearing and understanding the marvels of God; the 
outpouring of the Spirit fulfils the promise Jesus made to the 
disciples, making their witness possible.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 103: As a response to the first 
reading, we place ourselves with the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost, praying for an outpouring of the same Spirit which 
was given to those gathered. Like them, we have been 
waiting, recalling God’s mighty deeds from creation through 
salvation history, culminating in the Paschal Mystery of 
Christ. “Alleluia! Lord, send forth your Spirit, and renew the 
face of the earth.” 
 

Second Reading: It is through the Spirit that we are able to 
claim Jesus Christ as Lord. The gifts, forms of service and 
workings of disciples are manifestations of the Spirit, given 
to each individual for some benefit. In the Spirit, there are no 
distinctions among people, nor among the gifts which are 
given to them. Each part of the Body of Christ is essential; 
all are drawn toward unity in Christ through the Spirit.  
 

The Gospel This post-Resurrection narrative places the 
disciples behind locked doors when Jesus comes into their 
midst. His presence signals a new era in which the disciples 
and Christ are united in mission through the Holy Spirit. The 
despair of the crucifixion gives way to Easter joy. In the risen 
Christ, disciples are offered peace and sent in to mission; 
they are given the Holy Spirit, and charged with the 
continuation of Christ’s life of mercy and forgiveness.  
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Lectionary for Mass 

 
Tea, coffee and cold drinks are served in 

The Guild Room after both of  
our Sunday Masses. 

All are welcome! 

Infant Baptism and Marriage. By 
appointment with Fr Andy after completing 
the necessary preparation. The Church 
requires notice of at least six months prior 
to the Sacrament of Matrimony being 
celebrated.  

Are you new to the parish? 
If so, you are very welcome! Do introduce yourself 
to Father Andy after Mass, and please complete a 

parish registration form. 

JUNE 2017 edition of The Vine 
The Diocese of Northampton newspaper is 

available. It’s free of charge! 

 
 
Beware of  

Beware of novelty in liturgy: The early Christian community 
members were recipients of many unusual manifestations of the Spirit 
and we hear about many of them during these weeks of Easter when 
we read from the Acts of the Apostles. The first reading for this 
solemnity – the Lukan account of the giving of the Spirit on that first 
Pentecost – includes such a phenomenal account: those who received 
the Holy Spirit “began to speak in different tongues.” Taking this 
passage literally, it is popular for parishes to proclaim this reading from 
Acts or the intentions at the prayer of the faithful in the various 
languages represented by the assembly members. The problem with 
this approach is that the novelty obscures the power of the 
proclamation in terms of its real message. We focus on the 
phenomenon rather than in the hearing of the “marvels of God” or 
understanding the announcement of an intention so one can really 
enter into the prayer. The real power of liturgy doesn’t come from what 
we do to the ritual, but how we receive God’s Presence acting to 
transform us into persons entirely new.  
 
blessing and sprinkling of water is one of the options for the 
introductory rites, but the fact that General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (GIRM) reserves this to Sunday’s, especially during the Easter 
season (no. 51), suggests that this rite has special meaning. During 
the Easter season we are still celebrating with the neophytes (the 
newly baptised) their new Life in the risen Christ and initiation into the 
Christian community, and so it is natural to recall our own baptism as 
well. Further, since all of us renewed our baptismal promises at Easter, 
and since Easter extends for the full fifty days until Pentecost, it is also 
fitting that we continue this rite to unify all the Sundays. 

About Liturgy 

READERS COURSE AT ST COLUMBA The Liturgy Commission of the Diocese are leading a Readers 

Course at St Columba's Church on Tuesdays 7.30 – 9pm St Columba’s Church Hall.  
June 6 - The Scriptures – Monsignor Kevin McGinnell  
June 13 - The Lectionary – Alex Heath 
June 20 - Proclaiming the Word of God – Liz Clark 

Readers from the parishes in our pastoral area are very welcome to join - please see booking leaflets 
on the noticeboard.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Sam 

WE NEED MORE HELP! 
We urgently need more helpers to clean the Church on Friday 
mornings (or at another time, if that is more convenient to you). Could 
you spare just one hour once a month?  
We also need a least two new teams of two unrelated people to help 
count the offertory collection once a month after Sunday Mass, this 
takes approximately 40 minutes. 
Do you think you are able to help? If so, please speak with Fr Andy  

Easter Season Calendars with daily thoughts and activities at a 
price of £0.50. 

Do take some Easter Water to bless your homes during this holy 
Season! 

Money Matters 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement, which invites Christians around the world to 
pray between Ascension and Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus Christ. ‘You will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses... to the ends 
of the earth.’ Acts 1,2   We're supporting this initiative with a Pentecost Novena, Prayer of the Faithful 
and an encouragement for Catholics to pray, as we normally do, with the particular intention for our 
loved ones to come to faith in Jesus Christ. 
To find out more and pledge to pray please visit Thy Kingdom Come. 
 

 

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION 

On Sunday 18th June at St Aidan’s Church, Little Chalfont after the 
11am Mass. To be led by the First Communicants. Gates to the church 
car park will be closed at 11.45am for the safety of all. Additional 
parking at the Gun Club further down Finch Lane on the left. 

THE GENERAL ELECTION 2017: 
A Letter to Catholics in England and Wales from the Bishops 

There are copies of this letter, issued in the name of the Archbishops 
of Westminster, Cardiff, Southwark, Birmingham and Liverpool, has 
the agreement of all members of the Bishops’ Conference. As we 
approach the General Election on 8th June, it is hoped that this leaflet 
will be of use to all members of our parish as we prepare to cast our 
vote, offering a framework for our own discernment of the issues at 
hand.  

INVITATION TO CATHOLIC WOMEN: ‘BEING APOSTLES’ 

A Day to Encourage and Strengthen us As Women in the Church with Tina Beattie, 
Saturday 17th June 2017 St Augustine’s Church, Milton Keynes 11am – 3pm. Please 

bring a packed lunch. See poster on noticeboard. 

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN  
During 10am Mass, we invite our younger children (approx. aged 3 to 7) to attend 
their own Liturgy of the Word in the Guild Room. Parents are encouraged to join 
their children. We welcome more help from those who seek to be leaders and 
support in this ministry to the children of our parish. 
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