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Bishop Peter Doyle invites you to Celebrate your Marriage with your family at a special Mass at Christ 
The King Catholic Church, Harrowden Road, Bedford, MK42 0SP Saturday 11th February 2017. 
Gathering from 11.30am Mass at 12 noon. Pastoral blessing certificates will be presented to couples 
celebrating significant milestones in their marriage.  

Please contact Eamonn & Paola McMarrow on 07412 151517 or at mfl@nores.org.uk  See Poster / leaflets. 

5th February 2017 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME 

  

5TH SUNDAY  

AFTER EPIPHANY 

TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish 
Monday St Paul Miki and Companions 9.30am Mass – Susan Sylvester, RIP 
Tuesday Feria 9.30am Mass 
Wednesday St Josephine Bakhita .NO MASS 

Thursday Feria  6.00pm  Adoration and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
 7.00pm  Mass 
Friday St Scholastica 9.00am Mass 
Saturday Feria 9.30am Mass 
 10.15am – 11.00am Confessions 
6th Sunday after Epiphany 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish 
 

 
 

Last Week’s Offertory Collection - £224.04 
 

TODAY Second Collection –  
SPUC White Flower Appeal  

 

Thank you for your generosity 
If you would like to begin contributing to our parish through 
the Gift Aid through numbered envelope or by Standing 
Order through your bank, please speak with Fr Andy. 

 
 
 

 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

 
 
 

First Reading: The expectations of the covenant were 
twofold: first the people were called to fidelity to God and 
second they were to care for their fellow members of the 
covenant community. Isaiah addresses some of those 
obligations. They deal with the most basic and obvious of 
human needs: having food, shelter, and clothing. Those who 
are in need are to be treated as your own, meaning they are 
family; together they share a common bond. When the 
faithful live in this way they are blessed by the Lord; they will 
be like a light that shines before others and the Lord will 
answer their every prayer.  
 

Responsorial Psalm 111: The psalmist sings the praises of 
the just person. Echoing the image of light in the First 
Reading, the Psalmist says that the just person is like a light 
in the darkness and his justice towards others will rebound 
on his own life. He will never need to fear adversity from 
others because the Lord remembers his good works. The 
just person lives from his heart, and in the end he will be 
exalted in glory.  
 

Second Reading: In many of Paul’s letters to the early 
Christians he makes a point of being self-effacing in order to 
impress upon his readers that it is the power of the Spirit and 
the importance of the Word of God. This is the gist of today’s 
text. Paul distances himself from the high wisdom teachings 
of other orators. He humbly admits to his own weakness and 
anxiousness in their presence, but he boldly affirms that the 
message of Christ Jesus is what is really important.  
 

The Gospel: The familiar images and ordinary use of salt 
and light become metaphors of a spiritual identity for Jesus’ 
disciples. Both salt and light cause other things to happen. 
Salt adds flavour to food; light gets rid of darkness to other 
can see and move about safely. The task of the disciple is to 
be an agent of the Kingdom of God so that the lives of others 
will be enriched. Jesus; statement is empathic: “you are,” not 
you might be or someday you will be. This identity and 
accompanying mission has a present purpose: to declare 

the Kingdom of God now. 

WEBSITES   – PARISH: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org  – SCHOOL:  www.ols.education   – DIOCESE: www.northamptondiocese.org  – PRIESTLY FRATERNITY OF ST PETER: www.fssp.org.uk  – HOLY SEE: www.vatican.va 

Lectionary for Mass 

 
Tea, coffee and cold drinks are served in 

The Guild Room after both of  
our Sunday Masses. 

All are welcome! 

Money Matters 

Infant Baptism and Marriage. By 
appointment with Fr Andy after completing 
the necessary preparation. The Church 
requires notice of at least six months prior 
to the Sacrament of Matrimony being 
celebrated.  

Are you new to the parish? 
If so, you are very welcome! Do introduce yourself 
to Father Andy after Mass, and please complete a 

parish registration form. 

FEBUARY 2017 edition of The Vine 
The Diocese of Northampton newspaper is 

available. It’s free of charge! 

 

 

Use of Candles at Mass: The liturgical requirement for the use of 
candles at Mass simply states that at least two lit candles should be 
on or next to the altar and even four or six may be used (especially at 
festival times) and these may be the candles carried in procession 
(GIRM 117). The origin of lit candles, of course, was functional before 
the time of electricity, candles were necessary even in daytime 
because the churches tended to be rather dark. Now candles are no 
longer functional but symbolic: they remind us of Christ the light of the 
world; in the context of today’s gospel they also remind us that we 
ourselves are to be light that shines in the darkness. 
One pastoral practice that has sprung us that some churches have 
candle stands both at the altar and at the ambo. Since this fulfils the 
requirement of the law, this practice is no problem and underscores 
the importance of both the table (“ambo” comes from the Greek 
meaning “reading table”) of the word and the table of the Eucharist. 
Questionable symbolism arises, however, when four candles are used 
(two at ambo, two at altar) and the two at the ambo are blown out at 
the conclusion of the Liturgy of the Word and the two at the altar lit, or 
when just two lit candles are used and they are carried from the ambo 
to be placed in empty candle stands at the altar. The problem with this 
is that we give the impression that one part is “over” and the next part 
“begins.” In terms of the chronology of the ritual, this is true because 
we humans live in space and time. However, in terms of the meaning 
of the rite, the Liturgy of the Word cannot be separated from the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist and, indeed, neither are “finished” but continue into 
our Christian living. 
 

About Liturgy 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2017 Preparations are now being made for our local inter-
denominational event which will be on 3rd March 2017 at St John’s Methodist Church in Amersham. The 
service has been prepared by Christian women of the Philippines. It usually lasts for one hour starting at 
11am and is followed by a shared lunch which is optional. If you would like to take part as a reader, singer, 
or advisor, please let Elizabeth Beckwith know. Tel. 01494 433363. 

NORTHAMPTON DIOCESAN DIRECTORY – 2017 
are available in the porch for a price of £6.00 

CAFOD SUPPORTERS’ MEETING – ALL WELCOME 
Join us at our Supporters’ Meeting on: Sat 18 February –  

St Joseph – Austenwood Common, 
Chalfont St Peter SL9 8RY 

 

The day is from 10am – 1.30pm followed by shared lunch. 
There will be a message from Bishop Peter and our Lenten 
focus will be on our project in Zambia. Please book a place 
in advance via 01844 274724 or northampton@cafod.org.uk 

ST JOSEPHINE BAKHITA (c. 1868 – 1947) 
Josephine was born in the Dafur region of Sudan and at the age of 
nine was taken into slavery. Bought by an Italian diplomat, she was 
taken to Italy where she converted to Christianity at the age of 25. 
Three years later, after having been freed from slavery, she joined the 
Institute of Canossian Daughters of Charity. She spent fifty years in 
the congregation and was a well0known and sought-after speaker 
regarding the Catholic faith. She is the patron saint of Sudan. Her feast 

day is 8th February. 

PREPARING FOR LENT 2017 
This year Lent begins on 1st March, during next few 
weeks we will be collecting last year’s palm crosses. 
The remains of last Lent’s palms will be burned. This 
is a wonderful sign of the change of seasons! This 
year we will burn these palm remains after the 10am 
Mass on Sunday 26 February. The ashes will be used 

for imposition on Ash Wednesday.  

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN  
During 10am Mass, we invite our younger children (approx. aged 3 to 7) to attend 
their own Liturgy of the Word in the Guild Room. Parents are encouraged to join 
their children. We welcome more help from those who seek to be leaders and 

support in this ministry to the children of our parish.  
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