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First Reading: Ecclesiasticus, a Wisdom literature book, 
reflects on life experience and exhorts people on how to live 
well and in harmony with others and with God. This brief 
passage counsels the practice of humility so as to be 
admired by others. It also insists that the higher a person’s 
status, the more one should practice humility, thus finding 
favour with God. Humility involves knowing one’s limitations 
and living within them, while learning and being attentive to 
the wisdom of sages and wise ones, most especially the 
wisdom revealed to us by God. The final bit of advice 
suggests that as water quenches fire, so alms to the poor 
atone for sins. Such exhortation to humility and concern for 
the poor finds resonance in Jesus, the Wisdom of God 
present among us. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 67: The psalm refrain captures well 
Ecclesiasticus’ exhortation to humility and concern for the 
poor. God’s covenant love for all, especially the poor, results 
in providential care and shelter for them. We thank and 
praise God, who though highly exalted, stoops down to be 
“the father of the orphan and the defender of the widow,” 
giving a home to the forsaken and leading prisoners to 
prosperity. God’s goodness or covenant love reaches out to 
all, providing for the needy and caring for creation.  
 

Second Reading: The selection from the Letter to the 
Hebrews compares the reaction of the people to the 
covenant on Mt. Sinai with the end time of fulfilment of God’s 
covenant relationship with all humanity. Even though the 
Sinai covenant was one of mutual love and relationship, the 
way it was delivered and experienced, (fire, darkness, storm, 
trumpet), brought fear and trembling upon the people that 
they wanted the experience to end. The end-time fulfilment 
of the covenant will involve all humanity in a festive gathering 
on Zion, God’s holy mountain. There, all the just and those 
who have gone before us will be present, with God as judge 
of all and with Jesus as the mediator of the fulfilled covenant, 
accomplished through the sprinkling of his blood that spoke 
more eloquently than the innocent spilling of the blood of 
Abel. Such a festive gathering awaits all God’s people.  
 

Gospel: Jesus uses meal scenes to teach important lessons 
to all who would be disciples. Observing the jockeying, for 
places of honour at table, Jesus’ parable counsels humility 
and the choice of a lower place lest embarrassment ensue 
when your host asks you to move because someone more 
honourable has arrived. In this fashion, you will be honoured 
by the host and by our God, one who loves reversal of 
human patterns and thoughts. Jesus’ second parable 
instructs hosts to invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind, people who cannot repay the favour. Honour and 
God’s reward is yours for choosing to abide by God’s way of 
doing things and not ours. God exalts all who humble 
themselves, while humbling all those who exalt themselves. 
As disciples, we are called to comfort the afflicted and afflict 

the comfortable. Jesus would heartedly agree.  
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 

  

15TH SUNDAY AFTER 

PENTECOST 

TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 
 

Saturday 22nd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Vigil) 6.00pm Mass – Int. People of the Parish 

Sunday 15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 10.00am Mass 

Monday Beheading of St John the Baptist 9.30am Mass 
Tuesday St Aidan & the saints of Lindisfarne 9.30am Mass 
Wednesday Feria .NO MASS  
Thursday Feria 6.00pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction 

 7.00pm Mass  
Friday Feria 9.00am Mass 
Saturday POPE ST GREGORY THE GREAT 9.30am Mass 
 10.15am – 11am Confessions 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Vigil) 6.00pm Mass – Int. People of the parish 
16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  10.00am Mass  

 
 
 

Last Week’s Offertory Collection - £ 253.11 
 

 

THIS WEEK – Second Collection  
– National Catholic Fund 

 

NEXT WEEK – Second Collection 
 for Racial Justice 

– National Catholic Fund 
 If you would like to begin contributing to our parish 
through the Gift Aid through numbered envelope or 
by Standing Order through your bank, please speak 
with Fr Andy. 

 
 
 

 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

WEBSITES   – PARISH: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org  – SCHOOL:  www.ols.education   – DIOCESE: www.northamptondiocese.org  – PRIESTLY FRATERNITY OF ST PETER: www.fssp.org.uk   – HOLY SEE: www.vatican.va 

Lectionary for Mass 

 
Tea, coffee and cold drinks are served in 

The Guild Room after both of  
our Sunday Masses. 

All are welcome! 

Money Matters 

Infant Baptism and Marriage. By 
appointment with Fr Andy after completing 
the necessary preparation. The Church 
requires notice of at least six months prior 
to the Sacrament of Matrimony being 
celebrated.  

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH OUR CHILDREN 

Is taking a break for the next few Sundays. It will resume on Sunday 11th September. 

Are you new to the parish? 
If so, you are very welcome! Do introduce yourself 
to Father Andy after Mass, and please complete a 

parish registration form. 

 

 

 

Eschatological turning point in Luke’s gospel: Towards the end of 
the liturgical year – as our sequential reading of a Synoptic Gospel 
brings events closer to Jerusalem and Jesus’ passion and death – we 
begin to pick up Parousia (referring to Jesus’ Second Coming) and 
eschatological themes. Often this begins towards the end of October 
or early November and culminates in the great eschatological festival, 
the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King. This year, however, 
themes that we would ordinarily be dealing with later in the liturgical 
year already show up now in late August. This is because of the 
structure of Luke’s gospel, about one-third of which focuses on Jesus’ 
journey to Jerusalem. Luke’s gospel is structured as one long journey 
of preaching and teaching, healing and forgiving, relentlessly treading 
to Jerusalem. The prevailing journey theme in Luke’s gospel is a 
reminder that our whole Christian life is a journey to our final union 
with Jesus in eschatological glory. May we be sure-footed on our 
journey, resolute in flowing Jesus, and strong in our constant growth 

in our relationship to Jesus and each other.  

AUGUST 2016 edition of The Vine 
The Diocese of Northampton newspaper is still 

available. It’s free of charge! Compass, the new youth group, serving the parishes of Our Lady's Chesham Bois, St Aidan's 
Little Chalfont and St Columba's Chesham, is launching on Thursday 8th September 2016. 
A leadership team of seven people drawn from all three parishes is working hard to get ready for 
September. To help us prepare, we'd like to hear from anyone aged 8 to 18 and also we'd like to 
hear from parents of young people aged 8 to 18. Could you take 3 minutes to complete our survey 
by visiting our website: www.compassyouth.club. Please do pray for us. Thank you! 

 

CAFOD Event – All welcome! 
You are very warmly invited to join us to hear about CAFOD’s work (focusing on 
Bolivia) and how your support has helped.  
Saturday 17th September - St Teresa’s Parish Hall, 40 Warwick Road, Beaconsfield, 
HP9 2PL or  Saturday 24th September - Ss Francis & Therese, Overslade Close, 
East Hunsbury, Northampton NN4 0RZ 
 Coffee/tea from 10am, session from: 10:30am-1.30pm followed by a shared 
lunch.  See poster for details or get in touch on 01844 274 723 
/ northampton@cafod.org.uk   Do bring a friend along!    
 THE LAMPEDUSA CROSS – sending messages of hope 

Thank you to all who took time after Mass last month to complete a message of hope. If you took a card 
away please return it with your message of hope for refugees.  Forced out by war, poverty or persecution, 
millions of people live uncertain lives as migrants and refugees. But each of us, moved by faith and common 
humanity, can act in welcome, respect and love. Using cards provided, you are invited to write or draw a 
message of hope for refugees as a way of marking the Year of Mercy. For more information contact Monica 
Bratt or see noticeboard in porch. 

CHESHAM BOIS CATHOLIC PLAYERS 
Time to dust off those ruby slippers and find your inner lion  … launch and auditions for ‘The Wizard 
of Oz’ (to be performed at The Elgiva 19th-22nd January) – Pre-audition rehearsals Sunday 4th 
September 2pm, Friday 9th Sept 7.30pm, Auditions Sunday 11th Sept 2pm onwards all at the Little 
Theatre by the Park, Church Street, Chesham. Full info and an audition pack can be obtained by 

emailing wozcbcp@hotmail.com or see poster. 

YEAR OF MERCY 
As we come to the closing months of the Year of Mercy there is a 
simple leaflet about the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy. 
There is a relevant passage from Misericordiae Vultus where Pope 
Francis invites us to put them into practice. 
The spaces provided allow people to record how they have tried to 

meet the hope of the Holy Father to live out the mercy of God  

About Liturgy 

St Scholastica’s Retreat 
Open Day – Saturday, 17th September 2016 

The Retreat offers sheltered housing to practising Catholics aged 60 
or over in 36 self-contained flats at £401pcm – more information on 
the poster and from The Warden:  
Rev Seán Duffy – Princes Risborough (01844) 344437.  
Email: info@stscholasticas.co.ukwww.stscholasticas.co.uk 
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