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Gospel at the Blessing of the Palms: The triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem as presented in Luke underlines the kingship 
exercised by Jesus. The colt must be one upon which no one 
has sat, per Jewish ritual. Jesus is yet again put in a position 
to defend his disciples from criticism.    

First Reading: This reading offers us the third of the four 
oracles of Isaiah by the “servant of the Lord.” This passage 
is deeply solemn. The entire passage is evocative of both 
the work and the spirit of the Messiah.. God’s servant will be 
cared for, with God’s protection he can face the torment 
surrounding him. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 22: As we enter holy week, we hear 
the lament that Jesus quotes as he hangs on the Cross. 
From the terrible darkness, the psalmist cries out to God 
expressing the depth of his complaint. Although he fears that 
God has withdrawn, he also trusts that God will come to his 
aid.  
 

Second Reading: Paul’s poetic hymn to Christ captures 
both heart and imagination. Jesus, in human form, did not 
seize status; rather, he entirely emptied himself (kenosis) 
and in doing so his divinity is revealed. His death was not 
any death that reveals his true nature. Now, he is exalted by 
God and all can see him for who he really is – and believe.  
  

Gospel: Luke’s Passion narrative takes us through the 
events of the final days of Jesus. Jesus is a righteous figure, 
ready to embrace his martyrdom. In many ways, this version 
of the Passion is a political drama: the priestly authorities 
succeed in getting their demands met, Pilate and Herod 
mock Jesus, and Pilate overplays his hand. Characters like 
Simon Cyrene and the two criminals add vivid detail. 
Throughout, the message is that God’s plan will be 
accomplished and the Messiah will be glorified.  

20th March 2016 
 

PALM SUNDAY OF THE 

PASSION OF THE LORD 
 

  
 PALM  SUNDAY 

 

TIMES OF MASS AND LITURGIES THIS WEEK 
SUNDAY 20TH MARCH (VIGIL) 6.00pm (Sat.) Mass – Int. People of the parish 
 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
 10.00am Mass with Blessing and Procession of Palms 
Monday of Holy Week 9.30am Mass  
 7.00pm  Penitential Service at St Augustine’s Church, 

 High Wycombe (HP13 6NZ) with visiting priests for individual Confession 
Tuesday of Holy Week 9.30am Mass 
Wednesday of Holy Week (Spy Wednesday) .NO MASS 
Maundy Thursday (11.00am Chrism Mass at Northampton Cathedral NN2 6AG) 
 7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
Good Friday* 9.30am Morning Prayer 
 11.00am Stations of the Cross 
 3.00pm Liturgy of the Passion of Our Lord 
Holy Saturday 9.30am Morning Prayer 
 8.00pm Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
EASTER SUNDAY 8.00am Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
EASTER SUNDAY 10.00am Mass of Easter Day 
 

*Solemnity of The Annunciation of the Lord (usually celebrated on 25th March), has this year, been transferred to 
Monday 4th April 2016. 

 
 

Last week’s Offertory Collection - £290.03 
 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

Next week’s Easter Offering  
is your personal gift to the parish clergy. 

 

Gift Aid Declarations Forms and Offertory 
Envelopes are now available. 

WEBSITES   – PARISH: www.ourladyschurch-cheshambois.org  – SCHOOL:  www.ols.education   – DIOCESE: www.northamptondiocese.org  – PRIESTLY FRATERNITY OF ST PETER: www.fssp.org.uk   – HOLY SEE: www.vatican.va 

 

 

Money Matters 

Lectionary for Mass 

 
Tea, coffee and cold drinks are served in 

The Guild Room after both of  
our Sunday Masses. 

All are welcome! 

 
Infant Baptism and Marriage. By 
appointment with Fr Andy after completing 
the necessary preparation. The Church 
requires notice of at least six months prior 
to the Sacrament of Matrimony being 

celebrated.  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Just before the season of Lent began, we enrolled our candidates for preparing 
First Holy Communion later this spring: Charlotte, Imogen, and William have 
enrolled as candidates for First Holy Communion. As a parish community we 
promised to support and encourage these children with our prayers, example and 
personal witness. Please keep these children and their families, in your prayers. 
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED TO PREPARE THE CHURCH FOR MASS 
We are looking for volunteers of individuals or families to join a rota to help set up for 
Saturday 6pm and Sunday 10am Masses. It will require arriving at least 20 minutes 
before the start of Mass. Full training will be provided. If four or five people/families 
volunteer it would mean each group setting up just once a month. 

Are you new to the parish? 
If so, you are very welcome! 

Do introduce yourself to Father Andy after Mass, and 

please complete a parish registration form. 

ABOUT LITURGY 
“… sweat become like drops of blood. . .”: The only time we hear 
the story of Jesus’ struggle when praying on the Mount of Olives is on 
Palm Sunday in one of the three synoptic accounts. This year, in the 
account from Luke, there is included a provocative detail: “he was in 
such agony and he prayed so fervently / that his sweat became like 
drops of blood, falling on the ground.” It is tempting to think that 
because Jesus was the divine Son of God that the decision to be 
faithful to God’s will even to suffering and death was easy. This scene 
tells us otherwise. Because it is only one tiny part of the whole passion 
account. Jesus’ agony in the Garden can easily be overlooked. 
For Jews blood is the seat of life, and we see how in the very decision 
to be faithful to his father’s will, Jesus’ life already was ebbing out.  
Decision-making is not easy, either in daily living or in making 
decisions about liturgical celebrations. Decision-making that 
demands the very self-emptying the passion proclaims is even more 
difficult. Just as an angel strengthened Jesus to say, “not my will but 
yours be done,” so will we be strengthened to make the same 
commitment of self to God. 
 

Participation in the passion gospels: The passion accounts 
proclaimed on Palm Sunday and Good Friday are very lengthy and 
call for effort to pay attention and enter into the accounts. We 
participate best not by reading along ourselves but by being roused 
by the word of the proclamation to live the self-emptying and fidelity 
of Jesus. In this way these accounts are not just along gospels we 
hear twice a year during Holy Week, but become the very meaning of 
our lives.  
Some assembly members claim that they feel more engaged in the 
gospel reading when they yes both senses of hearing and sight, and 
prefer to read along with the passion account. The issue here isn’t 
more active involvement as it is surrender to the word of God being 
proclaimed. An example might help: when a young man proposes 
marriage to his lady love, he doesn’t give her a text to read while he 
speaks his proposal to make sure she pays attention. The quality of 
his voice, intensity of his eye contact, eagerness of his body language 
all convey that something important is happening. This is the kind of 
engagement demanded by the proclamation of the gospel. It is 
entirely relational – between reader and assembly and between Christ 
and Christian – rather than an exercise in hearing and reading.  
 
 
  
 
 Going into Hospital? 

If you are going to be in hospital for an overnight stay and 
would like to have a visit from a priest, it is important that you 
tell the ward staff that you are a Roman Catholic and you 
would like the Hospital Chaplain to arrange for a visit by a 
Catholic priest.  
Wycombe Hospital Please contact St Augustine's Church 
01494 523969. Mgr Paul Donovan normally takes 
Communion on a Saturday afternoon. 
Amersham Hospital Please contact Our Lady’s Church 
01494 727469. Fr Andy will then arrange for Communion to 
be taken to you. 
If you are expecting a stay in hospital do let Fr Andy know. 

Please ensure all Missio / APF Red Box to the sacristy 
today. The latest edition of Mission Today, Missio’s 
magazine for Red Box supporters is in the porch.   
 

Vocations Weekend at Northampton Cathedral 8th – 10th April 2016 
Is the Lord calling you to the Priesthood? For more information on Vocations to the Priesthood in 
the Diocese of Northampton please call the Diocesan Vocation Directors: Fr Mark Floody on 01604 
714556 or Fr Andrew Richardson on 01628 695764 or contact your Parish Priest. 

FATHER PATRICK BAILEY 
Fr Bailey, parish priest of St Columba, Chesham had a serious fall earlier this month, fracturing his hip and 
breaking his arm. He is now in Wycombe Hospital recovering from surgery on his elbow. He is in good spirits 
and appreciates all our prayers for this recovery which is likely to be a long process. In the meantime, Father 
Alessandro Reno, a visiting priest from Italy, is helping with Sunday Masses, and the Holy Triduum 
Liturgies at St Columba. Father Andy is continuing to assist with the pastoral and sacramental needs of 
the parish during Fr Bailey’s absence. 

NORTHAMPTON DIOCESAN DIRECTORY – YEAR OF MERCY 2016 

For Sale – Packed with Useful Information about our diocese! 
Price £5.00 each. 

 

March 2016 edition of The Vine 
The Diocese of Northampton newspaper is now 

available. It’s Free of charge! 

HOLY WEEK LITURGIES – YOUR HELP IS NEEDED! 

There are many tasks required to ensure that our liturgies celebrated are profound and meaningful. 

Taking on a ministerial task during a particular liturgy can help enrich and deepen the experience 

of the ritual. If you can help, please consider signing up on the signup sheets on the noticeboard.  
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