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Sacramental signs: The second reading assigned for 
this Sunday gives us a glimpse of how sacramental 
signs work. Peter says the water for baptism isn’t about 
“the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to 
God of from a good conscience.” In other words, water 
is a sign used in baptism, but while its literal meaning 
(washing and sustaining life) does say something about 
what happens in the sacrament (wash us from sin and 
give us new life in God), the sacramental reality goes 
far beyond such a literal correspondence. Saint 
Augustine says it well: sacraments are visible signs of 
an invisible reality or grace. One renewal effort in liturgy 
is to maximise the sacramental signs so that they can 
more fully speak of the grace they signify. For example, 
many churches now have baptismal fonts large enough 
for immersion in which an abundance of water can be 
used when baptising. Another example: GIRM no. 321 
states that the bread used at Mass ought to look like 
food and be large enough to be broken into pieces of 
which at least some are given to the faithful. Since Lent 
is a period of Christian discipline, there are any number 
of ways we might practice maximising the liturgical 
symbols we use. For example, we might pay particular 
attention to the sign of the cross at the beginning of 
Mass be well formed and deliberate.  When receiving 
Holy Communion we might intentionally and carefully 
place one hand within another, making a fitting and 
reverent “throne” on which to receive the Body of Christ. 
Even making a concerted effort to sing the service 
music and hymns at Mass (even if we don’t have a very 
good voice) can be a witness to our desire for fuller 
participation in the sacramental signs.  
 

The Call, the Journey and the Mission. The Bishops 
of England and Wales have issued an invitation to 
reflect on the gift of Marriage and Family Life in 
preparation for the Synod in October 2015. “The Call, 
the Journey and the Mission” leaflet contains a 
profession of faith about marriage and six reflective 
questions and a prayer for the use by people of the 
parishes. Bishop Peter Doyle will be attending the 
Synod along with Cardinal Nichols. Bishop Peter hopes 
that groups can be formed in each parish to engage 
with the contents of the leaflet. If you would like to be 
part of a group, please speak with Fr Andy. The 
Diocesan email address for feedback on all 
consultations relating to the Synod is 
synod@northamptondiocese.com. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tea, coffee and cold drinks 
are served in The Guild 

Room after both the Sunday 
Masses. All are welcome! 

For some time, our parish has collected used 
postage stamps to send to St Patrick’s Missionary 
Society to fund their work in Africa, Asia, and South 
America to build schools and hospitals and feed the 
very hungry. Hilary Allington sends these stamps off 
to St Patrick’s when they reach 1kg in weight. Thanks 
to all who have left stamps in the box in the porch. 
We are still collecting for those who still receive old 
fashioned post! 
WHITE RABBIT: St Joseph’s in Chalfont St Peter is 
delighted to welcome the professional Christian 
theatre company RISE Theatre, who will be 
performing their brand new original play “White 
Rabbit” in the Hall on Tuesday, 3 March at 7:30pm.  
This play is a powerful story about two people and 
their journey to faith – an imaginative and moving tale 
of love, loss and self-discovery. The performance is 
suitable for adults and ages 12+. For booking 
information and tickets priced at £8 and £6 for 
concessions, please contact the Parish Office on 
01753 886581 or office@stjosephs.org.uk. 
WHITE RABBIT: is also being performed by the RISE 
Theatre, a Christian Theatre Company at the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church in Great 
Missenden on Friday March 13th 2015. For more 
details, please see poster. 
 

The February 2015 edition of The Vine – the 
Northampton Diocesan Newspaper is available – 
please take a copy! 
 

There are copies of the 2015 edition of Northampton 
Diocesan Directory available, packed with useful 
information about our diocese! Price £4.50 each. 
 

Car parking. Following the repairs to the surface of 
Amersham Road last weekend, road marking have 
now been repainted on the tarmac too. Please park 
your car in Our Lady’s School opposite our church at 
weekends. On weekdays please park in the side 
roads with care and consideration for our neighbours 
and avoid parking too close to road junctions, or on 
the pavements. Thank you.  
 

MONEY MATTERS 
Last Week’s offertory collection £282.60 

Many thanks for your generosity. 

CALL TO THE SACRAMENTS. 

Eight young people from our faith community have been 
enrolled into our parish preparation for the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation and Holy Communion: Jenna 
Campbell, Sophia Dipol, Matthew McGowran, Jacob 
Morgan, Christopher Petrou, Helen Petrou, Ross 
Tobin, and Sarah Tobin. This parish community 
promised to encourage them with our prayers and 
example of our witness to the faith. They will celebrate 
First Reconciliation on Friday 27th February at 
7.30pm. 
 

Infant Baptism. There will be preparation meeting for 
parents and godparents, who would like to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Baptism during the Easter Season 
after 10am Mass on Sunday 8th March 2015. Baptism 
is not usually celebrated during Lent. 
 

Sharing our Faith. We will meet again on Monday 23rd 
February at 7pm in the Guild Room.  
 

Women’s World Day of Prayer - Friday 6th March 
11am at St John’s Methodist Church, Amersham, 
followed by Soup Lunch. Leader: The Rev. Diana 
Glover. All are welcome. 
 

The First Reading confronts us with the reason, the 
means, and the cost of salvation through the mystery of 
Christ’s dying and rising. This is the story that shapes 
our Lenten work of conversion. Genesis recalls the 
dreadful return of the waters of chaos to flood and 
cleanse the world sodden with sin. Even when human 
history is at its nadir, though, hope rises in the darkness 
under the sign of the rainbow to reassure us that the 
destruction we have brought on ourselves is not the end 
of our story.  
 

Gospel: Armed with the hope of the covenant and 
promise of Baptism, we find the courage to read the 
story of Jesus’ own journey into the desolation of the 
wilderness, the place of death and life, where 
wickedness and grace contended in the story of Israel. 
Without the detail of Mark and Luke, Mark gives stark 
warning of the confrontation between evil and grace 
that awaits us as we follow Jesus’s lead on our Lenten 
journey from sinfulness to salvation through Baptism 

celebrated or renewed at Easter. 
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Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm Mass – Int. Thanksgiving for blessings received 

Sunday 22nd February 8.00am Low Mass in Extraordinary Form 
 10.00am Mass – Int. People of the parish 

Monday Feria 9.30am Mass 

Tuesday Feria 9.30am Mass 
Wednesday Feria  .NO MASS 
Thursday Feria 6.00pm  Adoration and Benediction 
 7.00pm Mass 
Friday Feria 9.00am Mass 
 7.00pm Stations of the Cross 
 7.30pm  First Reconciliation  
Saturday Feria 9.30am Mass 
  10.15–11.00am Confessions  
Sunday 1st March  6.00pm (Sat.) Mass – Int. People of the parish 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 8.00am Low Mass in Extraordinary Form (Tridentine) 
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 10.00am Mass 

 11.45am   Mass (St Aidan’s Congregation) 
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22nd February 2015 
 

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

Please complete a                 
Parish Registration form. 

if you have not done so  
since August 2014. Forms 

are available next to Newsletter 
 basket in the porch. 
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